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social parlour and guest house, and two smaller pavilions were
on the right (bale siJcepat) and back (bale selcenam) where
other relatives slept with the children and where the women
placed their looms to work. In the lowest part of the land, to-
wards the sea, were the kitchen (paon) and the granary (lum-
bung). Rice was threshed in a cleared space (tangos nebufc
padi) behind the granary. As in every household, there were two
small shrines (tugu), one west of the meten, the other in the
middle of the courtyard, the pengid/eng perhaps dedicated to
the spirit of the land, " His Excellency the Owner of the
Ground " (Ratu Medrwe Karang).

Such is the general pattern of the home of a family of the
average class that has ricefields and is economically comfortable.
The better homes often have more elaborate pavilions, one of
which may become a lod/i (a Dutch word) by enclosing half of
the pavilion with four walls, leaving the other half as an open
veranda. This will provide a second sleeping-quarter for a mar-
ried son. In the houses of the well-to-do the social hall is often a
great square pavilion (bale gede) with an extraordinarily thick
thatch roof supported by twelve beautifully carved posts. A well-
built bale, the archtype of Balinese construction, is a masterpiece
of simplicity, ingenuity, and good taste. It consists of a platform
of mud, brick, or stone reached by three or four steps and covered
by a cool roof of thick thatch. The roof is supported by more
or less elaborate wooden posts (tiang), the number of which
determines their name and function. Thus a ba!6 is called sike
pat, seJcenam, tiang sanga, or bale gede, according to whether
there are four, six, nine, or twelve posts. Definite rules dictate the
dimensions and designs of these posts, 23 lengths of the index
finger (tud/oh), or about seven feet, being the standard height
of a house post. It has already been mentioned that the house
must stand " upright"; that is, the bottom of the posts should
be the end nearest to where the roots were in the tree. The roof
is built of lalang grass sown on the long ribs of coconut leaves,
placed close together like shingles and lashed to the bamboo